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Simply Blue Energy, a pioneering Celtic Sea 
energy developer, and TotalEnergies, one 
of the world’s largest energy companies, 
have established a partnership to develop 
floating wind projects in waters of the 
Celtic Sea. The joint venture, Blue Gem 
Wind was announced in March 2020 and 
opens a new chapter in the development 
of offshore energy in the UK. Our overall 
vision is to create a new low carbon 
offshore energy sector in the Celtic Sea 
that contributes to climate change targets, 
provides high skilled jobs, supply chain 
diversification and energy security. To 
deliver this vision we feel a stepping stone 
approach to developing floating wind in 
the Celtic Sea is critically important.
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Welcome to the 
Blue Gem Wind Newsletter

I am delighted to introduce our second 
community newsletter which we hope will help 
keep you up to date with our progress and 
plans as we continue to develop Wales’ first 
floating offshore windfarm. We are conscious 
in a world of unrelenting 24 hours news 
and collectively trying to deal with a global 
pandemic that news of floating offshore wind 
in the Celtic Sea can seem unimportant and is 
easy to miss. After listening to the suggestions 
of Angle Community Council, we have decided 
to print and post out this newsletter to ensure 
all on the Peninsula have the opportunity to 
read our updates. 

We have tried to provide a newsletter that 
is easy to read, covers the main points and 
provides links to more detailed information on 
our website, if you want to dig a little deeper. 
As ever, please let us know your thoughts, not 
only on the newsletter but also on Blue Gem 
Wind, and our proposed projects, Erebus and 
Valorous.

We will be carrying out our second 
round of formal public consultation 
for Erebus over the summer and 
hope you will take the opportunity 
to have your say. The consultation 
opens on July the 12th and will run 
until August 29th. Much like our public 
consultation last November we will be 
using a virtual exhibition to provide 
the information, but this time, COVID 
permitting, we will also be hosting two 
in-person events at Hundleton Church 
Hall on July 14th and Angle Village Hall 
on July 29th. 

Myself and the team are really looking 
forward to seeing you in July.

Best wishes

Mike Scott
Project Managing Director
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Untapped wind 
resources

Almost 80% of the world’s wind 
resource is in water deeper than 

60 metres.

Reduced visual 
impact

Floating wind is further offshore 
meaning less visual impacts and 

reduced conflicts with other 
marine users.

Fast, consistent 
wind

It is where windspeeds are faster 
and more consistent meaning 

higher capacity factors.

UK energy 
security

It will provide energy security 
and could help balance the 

UKs energy system.

Helping local 
economies

The ORE Catapult estimate that 
the first GW of floating wind in 

the Celtic Sea could deliver over 
3,000 jobs and £682m in supply 

chain opportunities by 2030.

Net-zero emission 
targets

Floating wind is critical to meeting 
the UK’s net-zero emission 

targets and is needed to deliver 
on ambitions set by the Climate 

Change Committee.

Floating 
Wind

For us, floating offshore wind combines two technologies that have been proven 
throughout the world, oil and gas platform technology and wind turbines. This means we 
can move into deeper waters with higher wind speeds and less visual impact, opening up a 
whole new world of offshore renewables. 

Today’s offshore wind turbines, fixed to the seabed by monopile or jacket foundations, 
are restricted to waters of up to 60 metres deep. Moving further offshore is where floating 
wind has enormous potential to be a core technology in delivering on climate change goals.
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Our 
Projects

We believe that a stepping stone approach to the development of floating wind 
in the Celtic Sea brings a number of benefits. Starting with smaller demonstration 
and early-commercial projects, increasing in size, will help to capture the 
highest local supply chain content. It will also maximise knowledge transfer 
and facilitate a sustainable transfer to a low carbon economy. Because of this 
focus on stepping stone projects we have proposed Erebus, a 96MW test and 
demonstration project followed by Valorous, a 300MW early-commercial project.

Stepping stones to assist the local supply chain

Erebus and Valorous will provide green 
energy to almost 370,000 homes per year

Where will the sites be?
The site selection process was driven by technical, commercial and environmental 
considerations, with the overarching aim of identifying viable sites, whilst minimising 
impacts on the environment and stakeholders. 

A wide range of factors were considered during site selection including: bathymetry, 
water depth, wind resource, proximity to nature conservation designations, seabirds 
and marine mammals, fisheries, shipping and proximity to ports.
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The Environment and 
Future Generations

Climate change is viewed as one of the biggest threats to marine ecosystems worldwide. 
It is recognised that floating wind will become a key global technology in climate change 
mitigation with the Celtic Sea essential to reach the UK’s net-zero target. Even though 
floating wind will be a part of the solution for a cleaner and safer future, providing 
new green jobs for future generations, any activity in the marine environment has the 
potential to impact on seabirds and other marine life. 

In order to minimise impacts on wildlife and habitats we are following international best 
practice and are undertaking research, environmental surveys, assessment, monitoring 
and modelling as part of the project design. The project team continue to engage in 
pre-application discussions with Natural Resources Wales, JNCC and other relevant 
authorities / organisations in order to inform the scope and detail of the Erebus project 
related Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). An Environmental Statement (ES), which 
will specify and describe the anticipated effects of the project, is due to be completed 
at the end of 2021. This ES will be submitted to the decision-making authorities and 
published on our website. https://www.bluegemwind.com/planning/

Studies suggest that turbines will be 
difficult to discern at this distance.

They may only be visible in 
exceptionally clear weather and 

with concentrated viewing. 

Sample photomontage for 
a Principle Power Platform 

with GE12MW Halidade 
Turbine at beach level

Distance 45km



Timeline for Erebus

Site Identification. Commencement 
of Preliminary Consent Process

JUN 2019

Submission of EIA Scoping 
Report to NRW
OCT 2019
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Commencement of Bird and 
Marine Mammal surveys

OCT 2019

Receipt of EIA Scoping 
Opinion from NRW
JAN 2020

Commencement of Offshore 
and Onshore Surveys

JUN 2020

Public Consultation Event
NOV 2020

Detailed Offshore and 
Onshore Surveys

MAY 2021

Public Consultation Event
JUL 2021

Submission of Primary Consent 
and License Applications

DEC 2021

Commencement of Construction
JAN 2026

Commencement of Operation
JAN 2027

Our Valorous project 
is approximately 1-2 
years behind Erebus. 

Keeping you 
up to date 

In March we installed a temporary 120m meteorological mast, more commonly called a 
‘met mast’. The mast has several instruments attached to it to collect a range of weather 
data at different height levels. This includes things like wind speed, wind direction, 
turbulence, air pressure, temperature, humidity and precipitation.

The site was chosen as the most suitable location to measure wind speed after 
considering other areas including Ireland and Cornwall. Once we have collected a full 
season of weather data (15 months) we are planning to remove the mast. For more 
information including a public information sheet https://www.bluegemwind.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/07/Blue-Gem-Wind-Met-Mast-Public-Information-Sheet-Final-v2.pdf 

Met Mast



Keeping you 
up to date
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Offshore Surveys
Alongside our onshore surveys we have also 
started offshore geophysical and geotechnical 
survey work at the Erebus floating wind site 
which is 45km South West of the Pembrokeshire 
coastline.

Myriam Samba, Dep Technical Manager at Blue 
Gem Wind said, “It is positive to be offshore once 
again to follow-up on our surveys which began in 
August 2020. We are continuing to develop a detailed 
picture of the seabed for our Erebus project, which will 
enable us to build the most efficient floating offshore 
wind farm we can, with the least environmental 
impact.”

The current offshore surveys, which also include 
the proposed offshore cable route, are due to finish 
in June. We have also begun offshore digital aerial 
surveys for the Valorous project which require 24 
consecutive monthly bird and marine mammal 
surveys. The high resolution data obtained will 
support baseline environmental characterisation of 
the site and environmental impact assessments for 
key ecological receptors. The survey programme 
commenced in March 2021 and four of the 24 
monthly surveys have been completed to date.

Sean Evans, Environmental Specialist at Blue Gem 
Wind, “It is important for us to begin long-lead in 
items such as bird and marine mammal surveys 
as early as possible. These surveys will provide 
crucial species specific data on the number, spatial 
distribution, and activity of individuals across the 
Valorous site. This enables us to undertake robust 
environmental impact assessments ahead of our 
planned consent application submission in 2023.”

Planning 
As we continue to collect data that will inform 
our Environmental Impact Assessment, due to be 
submitted for Erebus in December 2021, we will 
continue to upload relevant documents and reports 
in the planning section of our website. This includes 
information for both of our proposed website. 
For more information 
https://www.bluegemwind.com/planning/
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Onshore Surveys 
In late May we began carrying out geotechnical investigations on the Angle Peninsula. 
The work is scheduled to last for up to 6 weeks and is being carried out within cable route 
corridors under consideration.  The works are focused on collecting information on the 
ground conditions in the area between Pembroke Power Station and West Angle Bay and 
include;

• Trial pitting – pits excavated using a mechanical digger to examine the underlying soils; 

• Borehole drilling – small diameter holes drilled into the ground using a drilling rig to 
obtain samples of soil and rock. 

The trial pitting will be undertaken across 2-3 weeks in June 2021, with each trial pit taking 
approximately 1 hour to complete. The borehole drilling will be undertaken across 5-6 
weeks from the end of May to beginning of July 2021 with each borehole taking 1-3 days 
to complete. The work schedule has been chosen to minimise any potential impacts on 
local residents and visitors which includes no weekend working and work planned during 
times to avoid May bank holidays and summer school holidays. The locations have been 
carefully selected to provide good representative samples, and avoid sensitive ecological 
and archaeological features. For more information including a public information sheet 
https://www.bluegemwind.com/news/blue-gem-wind-begins-onshore-geotechnical-
investigations-on-the-angle-peninsula/

Borehole works near Pembroke National Grid Connection



12

www.bluegemwind.comwww.bluegemwind.com

11

www.bluegemwind.com

This month’s featured 
team members

Our team is made up of a group of innovative and dynamic individuals who are genuinely 
passionate about creating and enabling the wide scale change to green energy.  

To give you a deeper insight into the work that we do and what motivates us to do it, we 
want to introduce you to our team members.   

I’m Mike Scott (only my mum calls me Michael) and recently 
joined the Blue Gem Wind Team as Project Managing 
Director. I was born in the North East of England in the proud 
shipbuilding town of Sunderland and studied Electrical and 
Electronic Engineering at what is now Northumbria University 
in the city of Newcastle upon Tyne.

Having spent most of my career developing and building 
infrastructure projects, I had a desire to deliver projects that 
delivered benefits to broader society. In 2006 I jumped at the 
opportunity to develop an offshore wind farm at a utility scale 
and became involved with Greater Gabbard, a 500MW offshore 
wind farm off the coast of Suffolk.  It has been offshore wind 
ever since then, joining Total earlier this year to be part of their 
transformation away from the reliance on hydrocarbons.   

My role as Project Managing Director (PMD) is extremely 
varied, being involved in matters from health and safety, 
public relations, cost, programme and commercial control to 
environmental, engineering and supply chain decisions as well 
as looking after the important matter of my team’s wellbeing, 
motivation and performance.  It is important for the PMD to 
be able to plan the course for the organisation to successfully 
deliver the project and ensure we have the right beliefs and 
behaviours within the team which positively reflect on our 
relationships with our many stakeholders, suppliers, partners, 
local communities and industry peers.  

Currently we are very active in gathering important data about 
environmental, seabed, seabird and geological conditions 
which are vital for us to optimise the design of our wind 
farm and cable corridor in order to minimise impact to the 
environment and land users.  I want to see Erebus deployed in 
the Celtic Sea, supplying renewable energy to the UK grid and 
for this to have been achieved not only with the support and 
significant involvement of local supply chain, but also providing 
a valuable building block for our Valorous project and the 
ongoing development of the opportunities for the Celtic Sea 
and the region.

Mike Scott
Project Managing 
Director

Keeping you 
up to date

Education and Skills 
The UK is currently a world leader in offshore wind, with 
more turbines installed than any other country and a 
workforce of over 25,000 people working to deliver 10GW 
of energy. However, the UK Government has set a target 
to increase offshore wind to 40GW by 2030 which means 
almost 70,000 people will be working in offshore wind at 
the end of the decade. 

Further, The Climate Change Committee has stated that 
offshore wind will be the “backbone” of the UK’s future 
energy system and key to reaching Net Zero by 2050. To 
achieve this target the Committee has stated that the 
UK needs at least 100GW of offshore wind, meaning that 
by 2050, both fixed and floating offshore wind will have 
to grow significantly in the coming decades. This green 
growth is essential to mitigate climate change, provide 
options for a COVID green recovery, and ultimately needs 
1000’s of new people to start a career in offshore wind. 
We have a new careers and skills section on our website 
where you can find out lots more. 
https://www.bluegemwind.com/careers/ 

Public Consultation Events 
Last November we carried out our first round of 
formal public consultation using a virtual online 
exhibition. Over 700 people came into the virtual 
room to look at information on our proposed Erebus 
project. Over the summer we will be carrying out 
our second round of formal public consultation and 
hope you will take the opportunity to have your 
say. The consultation opens on July 12th and will run 
until August 29th. Much like our public consultation 
last November we will be using a virtual exhibition 
to provide the information, but this time, COVID 
permitting, we will also be hosting two in-person 
events at Hundleton Church Hall on July 14th and 
Angle Village Hall on July 29th.

We do hope you will take the time to provide your 
thoughts, opinions and ask the team any questions 
you may have. 



Get Involved 
and Stay in Touch 
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We want to connect with you at this early stage of the project and 
hope you will come along to our public consultation events in 
week commencing 16th November to hear more details about our 
plans and share your thoughts. 

Other ways for you to engage with us are:

Our project website 
www.bluegemwind.com

LinkedIn
www.linkedin.com/company/blue-gem-wind

Twitter 
www.twitter.com/wind_gem

Email David, our stakeholder manager
david.jones@bluegemwind.com
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This month’s featured 
team members
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My name is Charlotte Roch, I am Pembrokeshire born and 
raised, with many happy childhood memories spent at St 
Ann’s Head, my favourite beach, Mill Bay, and sailing around 
the Welsh coast, particularly spending nights anchored at 
Skomer Island.  I have recently returned to the area to spend 
more time with family and enjoy the beautiful beaches and 
countryside we are so lucky to have on our doorstep.

I have extensive experience of working in high level 
administration and across a wide variety of projects gained 
from a career that spans the corporate, private and not for 
profit sectors. I am also a qualified PRINCE2 Practitioner and 
love to organise!

Having worked in many sectors, I wanted to put my skills to 
use in a company that was really making a difference in an 
area that is one of the greatest challenges faced by mankind 
– climate change.  It is a hugely exciting sector to be in and I 
feel extremely lucky to be working with such a dynamic and 
innovative team.  I learn from my colleagues every day and 
am inspired by their passion and commitment.

As Project Administrator, my role involves me using my 
organisation skills to collaborate with the team to ensure 
that we are working efficiently and smoothly.  I really enjoy 
reviewing processes to make them more streamline and 
seeing how we can make our systems as robust as possible. 
Every day brings new challenges and keeps me on my toes!

I am proud to work for Blue Gem Wind and am excited to the 
see the projects come to realisation.  The recent Government 
commitment to a green economy and recovery from covid 
means that as well as the environmental wins, our local 
community also stands to benefit from this vital work. 
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Charlotte Roch
Projects 
Administrator 
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